
 
 

 
Whether or not you make official resolutions for how you're going to spend the next year of your life, it's still fun to dream! Who better to voice those dreams honestly and un 

censored than children? I visited the students at Riverview Elementary School on their first day back after the Christmas break to ask them what they'd like to do differently this 
year. What were their hopes for the next 350 some days?                                                                                                                                                                                                           by Melissa Friesen 

 

Keanu's hand shot straight up when I asked the ques 
tion. "Hitting people with my Nerf gun!" He grinned. I 
implored him further about his goal. "I think it's funny 
and I'm good at it. I won't do it to my mom but my 
second biggest brother." Next from the grade 2/3 
classroom was Talon, whose resolution was to skip 
the year, including his birthday, and "get to Christmas 
so that I get presents." Kodi didn't actually admit to 
anything out loud, but when I asked her if she'd like to 
listen to more AC/DC, as per her band tshirt, she hap 
pily nodded. 

As soon as I directly asked Jenaya what her resolution 
was, she told me. "I want to maybe be nicer and not 
laugh when people fall." Tyanna said, "I want to do 
better at track and field. Last year was horrible but 
my first year was pretty good." 

Kindergarten student 
Layton told me his hopes 
for the year while zipping 
up his lunch box, "I want 
to do new. . .," he 
stopped to think,"is play 
new things. I got a robot 
for Christmas. I'm going 
to play with it." 

"I've never known about that before," David looks at 
me quizzically when I ask him, but finds an answer for 
me. "Maybe get better at gym? I'd like to practice 
more for pinball tournaments." He also hopes to get 
better at playing hockey at the Rainy River Recre 
ational Centre. His classmate from the 4/5 class, Kas 
sandra said, "I want to get better at snowboarding. I'm 
teaching myself at the hill. I got a snowboard last year 
for Christmas." 
 

 
What's your New Years resolution, I asked Dylan from 
the grade 6 classroom. "Art. Math. To get better marks 
in everything." 

 
 

From the 8th grade classroom, I ask some of the most 
entertaining but camera phobic students about their 
dreams (and disappointments) the year. "It already 
happened. . . on New Year's Day. It was to not blow up 
my snowmachine," Adrian tells me. "It blew up," 
Wyatt whispers. Ohhhhhh, sorry Adrian. After a brief 
exchange of condolences, Wyatt listed a few resolu 
tions, like: working hard so that he could go on the 
Toronto trip, riding his snowmachine more often, and 
being a better son to his dad. Kailey also confessed 
she'd like to have a better attitude. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"To get better at sports 
like hockey and baseball. 
Their my favourite 
sports," said Grady from 
the 4/5 class. 

 

 
 
 
 
Another 6th grade stu 
dent, Isabella, said this. 
"I want to improve in 
French. I'm not very good 
at it." 

 

 
After a lot of deep thinking, it finally came to Kenna. 
"Oh!" She sat up. "I want to clean better!" "That's the 
same thing for me," said MacKenzie. Both girls are in 
the 4/5 class and admit to having messy rooms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"My new years resolution is that we meet new people, 
because we get to go to a new country every year, like 
Africa, Vegas, Minneapolis. A lot of places," said Char 
lie, regarding her family vacations. "I want to help 
more and be kinder to others," said her grade 2/3 
classmate Lilia. Tamer, in the middle is hoping this will 
be the year he can really hone his Black Ops 3. "All I 
need is a tv and then I can use my brother's XBOX 
360." 

What's something new 
you want to do this year, 
I ask. "What's your 
name?" No one's answer 
ing my questions until I 
answer theirs. But after 
wards, Sophia from 1st 
grade offers up her hopes 
for the year. "To learn 
math." 

 
What do you want 2018 
to look like, I asked 
Wyatt from the grade 6 
classroom. "I want to win 
the rest of my hockey 
games. I'm going to play 
hard." He plays defence 
on the Bears hockey 
team. 

 

 
 
 
 
Thea in 1st grade had one 
big resolution for 2018  
"Build a snowman." 
When you know what 
you want, you know 
what you want. 

 
 
 

 
And what does grade 2/3 
student Ryker hope to ac 
complish this year? 
“Mmm, go to the beach 
and swim at the lake.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"I want to play more with my friends when we're at 
her dad's. We have so much fun there," said birthday 
boy Jaxson from 2nd grade. Chance wanted to spend 
more time with his brother and ride his new snowma 
chine on the river. 

 
Big sister Ava said she wants to, "go camping, be 
cause it's really fun" while younger brother Colton 
wants to "play more video games and drive a snow 
machine." 

 

"I want to bring my iPad to school to play games and I 
want to stay outside until I'm freezing," offered grade 
2 student Jordy. His pal Axel thought those were 
great ideas and claimed them as his own as well. 


